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DAVIS CUP FINAL FANATICS INFO

Davis Cup Semi:   

AUSTRALIA vs SPAIN

Tie Dates:   


Friday 28- Sunday 30 November 2003

Where:   


Rod Laver Arena, Melbourne, Australia

Package Duration: 

Three (3) or Four (4) nights

Match Ticket Type: 
3 Day Match ticket
Can you believe it? Another Davis Cup Final for Australia!

That's the 4th Final in 5 years- a huge effort unchallenged by any other country & after travelling to Nice & Barcelona for the Finals in 1999 & 2000 we are back in Melbourne for the second time in two years.

It's been a big year for Australia starting in Sydney with a win over England before moving to Malmo, Sweden for the 5-0 drubbing & then back to Australia to see the heroics of Lleyton Hewitt. Likewise it’s been a big year for the Fanatics with over 250 at each of the ties, new mateships & some great nights out.
Here’s to a few more!

The Event:
If you have been to a Davis Cup tie before you will understand how different it is to other sporting events. Fiercely parochial the crowd has a special part to play over a full weekend of emotional tennis. If you need any convincing get your hands on a copy of Lleytons match vs Federer.
Well if you think it was good at a previous tie- you need to witness a Final.

The hype around the Final is quite unbelievable as officials, dignitaries, media & international camera crews descend on the city in the weeks leading up to the event.

Security is stepped up & the tie begins.
The City:

Melbourne is Australia’s second largest city.  Well set out with excellent transport and a pulsing cosmopolitan vibe, it’s an easy city to enjoy.  The broad expanses of inner-city parks and gardens, brilliant fashion and shopping and a vibrant nightlife mean there’s something for everyone. Of course not as good as Sydney but a good place to party none the less.
The Opponent:

Spain has a sensational record in Davis Cup over the last decade & last played Australia in Barcelona in 2000.

The Fanatics had 650 pumped up Australians in Barcelona that weekend & the parties where some of the best ever.

Many including ourselves have said that it was the best atmosphere we have ever experienced. As Mark Wooodforde who played doubles at that tie said “Geez, those bastards in Barcelona were a tough mob”  Check out his full interview on the website.
But it was on Los Ramblas (the famous city street) that many Fanatics will have their clearest memory.  With over 100 Fanatics mugged, stabbed or beaten up by the locals that weekend it is difficult to say a good word about the place. One of the most picturesque cities on earth is still talked about by many Fanatics present that weekend as a grubby little arm pit. 

And its not just the Fanatics, a large group of Australian officials including family members of the team where pick pocketed & abused with Albert Costa getting up front the bench & directly telling a wife of one of the Australian Davis Cup team to “shut up & sit down b*$ch” when she was cheering for Australia.
But Albert didn’t stop there when later that day gesturing to our section of the seats with the slit your throat action that we were “F**ken Dead” Nice bloke & pretty gutsy from behind the safety of a wall of 4 large security guards.

And who can forget their coach “Fat Bastard” whining about Newk on the sideline or Alex Corretja in the week leading up to the event giving it to Lleyton in every paper that would listen, making front page head lines with stories about how the Spanish crowd would not let up on the young Australian & how every one on the circuit hated Lleytons antics.
Well let me tell you my little Spanish flies that there will be a good contingent of those who were in Barcelona that weekend coming back to Melbourne & although we wont act up like your countrymen & women did that weekend, we will be making as much noise as we can & within the rules to ensure Australia raise the Cup. As the Australians papers declared it at the time- “Up Yours Senors”

And by the way look out for vengeful Australian pick pockets. (smile)

Restrictions Apply:

Fanatics Tours are for 18-35 year old Australian supporters. 

Because it is the Final & the tickets are VERY scarce you will be required to send us a photocopy of photo ID if you have not been on a tour before. Please fax these through with the booking form that you download below. This is to stop scalpers & Spanish fans infiltrating the ranks.
Likewise if you have not been on a tour before we will more than likely not be able to offer you a Ticket Only option. Our number one priority is to look after those loyal to the cause & ensure that new people coming to the Final are all about enjoying the full Fanatics experience not just jumping on the band wagon to get a cheap ticket. 
Usually such restrictions do not apply, but we have been absolutely bombarded with requests & this is the Final so numbers are limited. Full details of Ticket Only Options are below.
Open Aged Tour:
Fanatics is one of the general sales agents of Green n’ Goldies, an open aged sports tour operator who are also running tours to the Davis Cup Final. Please note these are totally, completely & categorically different from Fanatics tours & share nothing in common. However if you are interested in attending the Final & are under 18 or over 35 then call us on (02) 9235 3655 & we can look after your booking. 
Past Fanatics Tour Discount:

We are happy to say if you have been on a past tour we have put aside a number of packages that we will be selling to past members only & these will include a discount because our priority is to provide as many past Fanatics the opportunity of a lifetime. 

We have included a $25 discount for all past Fanatics which we will be promoting until we sell the packages we have for past Fanatics.

We do however have a large number of other packages available to new members which will be sold on a first come first served basis.

The Fanatics Package:

The recent semi final was the first tie we have ever run a 3 day tour as well as the usual 4 day tour & that was mainly because of the 3pm start each day. 

This tie will be played on grass with the roof at Rod Laver Arena open so the matches will most probably start at 10 or at the latest 11am. Consequently we suggest you take the 4 day package & arrive sometime Thursday, even if it is late after work.

For those who have been on past tours you will know that the Thursday evening is one of the best nights to party & meet those on the tour. We suspect the majority of people will be coming down on Thursday, for the party & also to avoid any delays in travel but if you can’t do it there is always the option to come down on Friday.

All packages include accommodation on Sunday night as win or lose this is always the best night of partying. (see the photo gallery if you need any convincing) Also Sunday nights tennis could go very late if as expected the final days play is still ‘live’ matches, so you don’t want to have to leave the tennis to get the last flight home, believe me.

All packages include Fanatics Merchandise & entry to our parties held throughout the weekend. Extra nights accommodation are available on request, simply ask at the time of booking.

Tour 1- 4 Night Package includes:

· Four (4) nights accommodation in your choice of hostel, hotel or apartment
· Sensational seats as part of a 3 Day match ticket

· Swanky Fanatics tshirt

· Attractive Fanatics hat 

· A couple of little kinky things especially for the final?

· Entry to all Fanatics parties (look out for the dress up on Sat night!)

· Kick Ass Ticket Wallet to be the envy of all other travellers

· Do you need anymore than that?

· Prices are inclusive of GST
· From $505 per person for Fanatics who have been on a previous tour
· From $545 per person for new Fanatics
· Note: A discount of $30 is available on all packages for full-time students. Full ID required

Tour 2- 3 Night Package includes: 
· Three (3) nights Hotel accommodation at your choice of hostel, hotel or apartment

· Sensational seats as part of a 3 Day match ticket

· Swanky Fanatics tshirt

· Attractive Fanatics hat 

· A couple of little kinky things especially for the final?

· Entry to all Fanatics parties (look out for the dress up on Sat night!)

· Kick Ass Ticket Wallet to be the envy of all other travellers

· Do you need anymore than that?

· Prices are inclusive of GST

· From $499 per person twin share for Fanatics who have been on a previous tour
· From $539 per person twin share for new Fanatics

· Note: A discount of $30 is available on all packages for full-time students. Full ID required

Flight Details
We guarantee to provide the cheapest available airfare with all of our tours including internet fares.
Simply let us know when you want to depart & we will find you the best available airfare to suit your needs. We have listed some airfares below as a guide only & these are to be added to the above land package price.

•
Return flights to Melbourne

•
Airport and government taxes

•
Prices are inclusive of GST

Departing from:

Sydney from $221.39

Brisbane from $312.96
Perth from $464.28
Adelaide from $201.81
The above airfares are based on flying Qantas. Exact airfare prices and flight availability are subject to availability at time of booking. Flights also available on Virgin Blue. 
Ticket Only Packages
We have a limited amount of Ticket Only Packages available. These can only be booked through Fanatics directly & are on a request basis. Please download the booking form here <<<<<<< & email or fax it back to us with your request. We will process all the orders & distribute tickets according to the following criteria-

1.
Number & names of Fanatics tours you have attended this year

2.
Total number & names of Fanatics tours you have attended
3. 
Where you live
4. 
How good looking you are (Just joking)

In other words if you are based in Melbourne & the last two tours you went on were this year then you will have a better chance to get a Ticket Only Package than someone who is based in QLD & last went on a tour in 1998. That person in QLD should purchase one of our Packages that we have put aside for past Fanatics tourists rather than take the place of a genuine past Fanatics based in Melbourne.
The idea is to look after those who have been there on past tours. We will be looking at the requests from the 10th of October & processing them. We cannot guarantee anyone but those fair dinkum Fanatics know they will be looked after, rather than just those who attend the Final ever few years.

Sounds like a million rules, but we have to do it this way, we are getting slammed & these tickets are rare, so we will do our best.

Ticket Only Package includes:

· Sensational seats as part of a 3 Day match ticket

· Swanky Fanatics tshirt

· Attractive Fanatics hat 

· A couple of little kinky things especially for the final? We have some little suprises!
· Entry to all Fanatics parties (look out for the dress up on Sat night!)

· Prices are inclusive of GST
· $385 per person
· $355 per person to full time students. ID required.

BOOK NOW!!!
To book any of the tours you can either:

1. Download a Booking Form, fill it out & email or fax it back in to us asap.
2. Phone the Fanatics on (02) 9235 3655 or email us tours@thefanatics.com.au 

Note: A $100 deposit is due on booking & the final payment is due no longer than 45 days prior. Those who attended the semi in Melbourne will have an extended time to pay until 30 days prior.
Party Itinerary

As per usual we will be hosting 4 big parties over the weekend, we need big venues as we have HUGE numbers so we welcome your feedback below but unless it fits at least 500 then it is not going to work.

We have some ideas for the last two nights & will probably run with those. It will be a big bar venue with a band. At the semi we tried the club on recommendation of a few people & that backfired so rest assured this will be a return to the old roots!

Full details will be up on the site approx 14 days before the tie.
Hotel Information

KINGSGATE HOTEL 

Star Rating:

2.5-Star

Address:
131 King Street, Melbourne
Location:
On the Western fringe of Melbourne’s CBD & a close walk to public transport, with Spencer Street Station just one block from the hotel. A short walk to the Queen St Market. 
Hotel Facilities:
Restaurant, bar, laundry, dry cleaning service, tour desk

Room Facilities:
Economy Room- shared bathroom facilities on each floor with washbasin & wardrobe in each room.
HOTEL IBIS LITTLE BOURKE STREET 

Star Rating:

3-Star

Address:

600 Little Bourke Street, Melbourne
Location:
Located on Little Bourke Street in Melbourne's CBD. The Stock Exchange, Law Courts, Melbourne's Exhibition Centre, Crown Entertainment Complex, Spencer Street Station and many retail and entertainment venues are all within walking distance from the hotel. 
Hotel Facilities:
24-hour reception, laundry service, café/bar, gymnasium & safety deposit boxes

Room Facilities:
TV, in-house movies, tea/coffee-making facilities, air-conditioning, telephone & refrigerator

VICTORIA HOTEL 

Star Rating:

3-Star

Address:
215 Little Collins St, Melbourne
Location:
Step out to shops, theatres, restaurants & entertainment from the superb, central Little Collins Street location.
Hotel Facilities:
Restaurant, bar, hair/beauty salon, tour desk & parking.

Room Facilities:
Air-conditioning, tea/coffee making facilities, refrigerator, TV, hairdryer & telephone

MERCURE GRAND ON SWANSTON 

Star Rating:

4.5-Star

Address:
195 Swanston Street, Melbourne
Location:
Within walking distance to Melbourne’s shopping malls, Chinatown & theatres.
Hotel Facilities:
Restaurant, bar, parking, indoor pool, spa, health club/fitness centre.

Room Facilities:
Air-conditioning, tea/coffee making facilities, refrigerator, TV, hairdryer, safe & telephone

MANHATTAN APARTMENTS 

Star Rating:

4-Star

Address:
57 Flinders Lane, Melbourne
Location:
In Melbourne’s CBD, just two hundred metres from the shopping on Collins street.

Facilities:
Restaurant, bar, coffee shop, indoor pool, spa, health club/fitness centre.24-hour reception, guest laundry, on-site parking (cost payable direct to hotel = AUD$12.00), café & apartments are serviced daily.

Room Facilities:
Fully-equipped kitchen including dishwasher, separate living area, TV, in-house movies, telephone, voice mail, data port, radio/clock, air-conditioning, hairdryer, iron & ironing board.
 Hostel Information

Our hostel packages are based on excellent locations, close to all tourist destinations & easy access to public transport. Accommodation is clean, comfortable, and safe and offers great value for money.

Hope to see you on tour with the Fanatics
